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Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
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The book is restricted because of sexual material. Chobits Vol 1 is the first instalment in the 
serialisation of a Japanese manga story. It is a small black and white paperback book published in 
English for western audiences. It was submitted for classification by a member of the public under 
sl3(l)(c) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. 

Chobits is a science fiction fantasy story with 'sexy' elements. A 19 year old Japanese student 
retrieves a female humanoid computer from the rubbish, takes her home and begins to fall in love 
with her, despite his misgivings about forming an attachment to a machine. The story is directed at 
older teenagers and young adults. While the dominant effect is gentle and romantic, the book 
assumes a level of knowledge about sex and adult entertainment that children would not possess. 
Numerous images are drawn for their erotic appeal or titillation and draw attention to sexuality. As 
a result the story is likely to be harmful to the public good if available to children, who do not have 
the awareness of sexual matters that most teenagers are likely to have. 

Considering the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, the classification of this publication 
interferes with the freedom of expression, but not to a great extent. The restriction to teenagers 
and adults is the minimum available to prevent injury. It reflects the concern of a free and 
democratic society to limit the availability to children of publications with sexual material before 
they are emotionally and developmental^ ready for it. 
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